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KiwiFlyer Feature

New QWERTY rather than ABC keyboard.

‘Spectra’ wingtips are a work of art.

If it all goes wrong, press the blue ‘Level’ button.

Note the LED underneath for tarmac ambience.

Performance at a Glance
Base weight
2270 lbs
Useful load
1330 lbs
Cabin load incl 3 hrs fuel+res 964 lbs
Wingspan
Length
Cabin width

Technology meets Elegance
The latest Cirrus SR22 G6 moves even closer to perfection
Cirrus New Zealand representative Bruce Brownlie pilots the Cirrus G6 along the coast near Blenheim. Gavin Conroy took the photograph.

A little over a year ago, Grant Benns flew
the Cirrus SR22 G5 and wrote a glowing
report of the experience in Issue 46 of
KiwiFlyer. A new G6 is now domiciled in
New Zealand. Of course Grant couldn’t
resist the offer of a test flight around his
local Ardmore patch (me either, Ed.).
Grant writes:

Modern society seems to have a general
obsession with new things, ideas,
products, and technology. This isn’t to
everyone’s taste though. My father for
example, loves ‘old’ and in the case of
his cars preferably British with origins
traceable to a 1940s tractor engine.
Television remotes and smart-phones are
a modern inconvenience to him, and a bit
of mystery. Despite my Generation X love
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of new technology, I empathise with that
viewpoint; the user-friendliness of many
so-called ‘modern’ devices leaves a lot to
be desired. Operating a new phone should
not require a three-day type-rating course!

Lust for tech

Technology should be implemented
thoughtfully and to add value to a
product. Arguably, a modern aircraft like
the subject of this article could have been
equipped with ‘old-school’, steam-driven
gauges. If you just wanted to fly on nice
days, low level, in the absence of other
aircraft or air traffic control, you wouldn’t
need much - an airspeed indicator and
altimeter, RPM, manifold pressure, oil
pressure and temperature, maybe fuel
flow, a couple of fuel gauges, and compass
(because the rules say we need one of

Leather wrapped side stick frees cabin space.

those). A stripped-out, basic SR22 would
surely be faster, carry more payload and
be significantly cheaper to purchase. But
it wouldn’t satisfy the requirements of
a core market of likely purchasers, nor
safely execute the higher demands of
those pilots who may operate it in the
IFR environment or in busy airspace. And
although it would look just as great from
the outside and be just as comfortable
from within, it wouldn’t satisfy their lust
for high-tech. That lust is well and truly
satisfied with the Cirrus SR22 G6.

Evolution of the design

The Cirrus SR series of aircraft began
in 1994 with the first flight of the SR20
being made in 1995. With a smaller 210
hp Continental and slightly different
wing to latter models, the aircraft was a
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quantum leap in construction, form and
safety compared to legacy types from
Cessna and Piper. It was the plane with
the parachute, a feature Cirrus say has
saved more than 125 lives to-date. With
the introduction of the more powerful
310 hp SR22 in 2002, performance
leaped and technology bristled – as it has
with each ‘Generation’. The G3 of 2007
introduced an enhanced wing design,
there was no G4 (strangely), then the
2013 G5 added an extra seat and 200
lbs increased gross weight. 2016 saw the
introduction of the current G6, with
enhancements primarily in the Garmin
Perspective+ avionics kit but a few other
techy items too, as you will read below.
Overall, the philosophy remains of
producing an aircraft with great utility,
good speed, safety features galore, and
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utilising the latest technology sensibly to
achieve those outcomes.

Ergonomics

Technology should be employed in
the cockpit in a manner that utilises the
science of human-machine interaction, i.e.
ergonomics. A good example of this is the
incorporation of a QWERTY keyboard
for data entry. For some reason, earlier
versions of the Garmin Perspective system
used in the Cirrus have an A-Z keyboard,
a logical but awful layout, particularly
as many users are now so computersavvy. Whilst this may seem trivial, it is
surprising how little things like the layout
of keyboards and radio/autopilot controls
can improve the interaction with the
machine, reducing time, frustration and
possible data entry errors.

11.68 m
7.92 m
1.24 m

Engine Continental IO-550-N 310 hp
Max Cruise
183 KTAS
Stall with flaps
60 KCAS
Climb rate
1270 fpm
Max operating altitude
17500 ft
Takeoff roll
330 m
Landing roll
359 m

Examples of improved ergonomics
are seen everywhere around the cockpit
of the G6. As well as the keyboard, the
general layout of the centre pedestal has
been re-arranged and everything is more
ergonomically placed. There is now a
‘Home’ button, which is the get-outof-jail button for when you are having
a ‘senior moment’ and just want to get
back to the start screen. The angle of the
control pedestal and the orientation of
the large, high resolution display screens
are perfectly set up and pilot-centric. As
with previous Cirrus SR aircraft, controls
are placed in a manner which reduces the
movement of hands and risk of moving
the wrong control. For example, on a goaround you push the throttle fully forward
with your right hand and there, an inch
or two in front of the throttle, is the
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three-position flap switch, allowing the identification and selection
of go-around flap (from full to 50%) to be achieved seamlessly
and with barely a move of the arm. Likewise, the placement and
angle of the side-stick aligns perfectly with the natural fall of your
hand, whilst freeing up space on the panel for better placement
of switches and back-up instruments. The pilot’s seat is a very
comfortable place to be ensconced, the only drawback of the
cockpit safety structure being the thick front door pillars which
tend to restrict vision.

What hasn’t changed

Many of the basics of the SR22 are unchanged - the same
beautifully smooth 310 hp Continental IO-550, aerodynamics,
clever 5-seat configuration, simple single-lever power control (no
pitch lever), fixed-gear, lack of cowl-flaps etc. The simplicity of
the design philosophy, including the composite construction,
results in a rewarding ownership experience – something I have
witnessed first-hand through 100+ hours helping a new owner
learning to fly in his G3 model. The review I carried out on the
G5 in the June 2016 KiwiFlyer edition version talks of my initial
scepticism of using an aircraft like this for PPL training, putting
aside the obvious costs issues, of course! However, another year
down the track, I have been very impressed with the aircraft’s
abilities and reliability. Apart from adding oil, the only additional
maintenance item has been a blown flap relay. My student has
learned to harness the power and speed (and his instructor really
enjoys that part too) and now enjoys flying the local area solo, as
the final stages of his PPL training are completed. Various crosscountry flights have also proven the comfort of the roomy, luxury
SUV-feeling interior, and the air-conditioning was a Godsend over
summer.

The Parachute

The Cirrus Airframe Parachute System (CAPS), deployable at
up to 140 kts, is your first port-of-call should a sudden emergency
present itself, provided you have achieved at least 600 feet of
altitude. This requires quite a mind-shift from flying a ‘chute-less
aircraft’, in that you are rather likely committing the airframe to
damage in order to save your life, but the logic is sound - why

glide into a paddock at 80kts when you can gently descend onto
it, drifting with the wind. Airframes can be replaced and lives
can’t, so I am sold.

Safety

Also built-in are aerodynamic features such as the NASAdeveloped cuffed outer sections of wing, which reduces the
potential to spin should you stall. And the chance of even getting
near the stall attitude is further reduced by a stick pusher, which
adds a firm pitch-forward pressure on the stick before the stall
occurs. As well, you would have to be totally overwhelmed to miss
the audible ‘Stall Stall’ in your headset, or flashing red ‘Stall’ on
the Primary Flight Display. But wait - there’s more! If you are still
confused which way is up or down, the blue Level Button is easy
to find on the pedestal, which engages the autopilot to return the
aircraft to straight-and-level. This is a fantastic safety feature which
all aircraft great and small should have, potentially invaluable to
the private IFR pilot flying with less than optimal currency.

More Safety

The pilot’s situational awareness, particularly when flying
in cloud or at night, is greatly enhanced through the amazing
pictorial depiction of terrain (through a comprehensive terrain
database), both in 3D behind the artificial horizon and also in
plan view on either display screen. When the system determines
terrain clearance is an issue, audible and visual warnings are as
hard to miss as the stall warning, but these can be inhibited if you
are purposely flying around amongst the hills.

Bling Bling

A demo flight out of Ardmore on a fine winter’s day was a
great chance to savour some of the new features and changes that
have been made from the G3 and G5. Approaching the aircraft,
the eye-catching colour scheme sets her out on the ramp. But,
just in case there is a car-park full of identical G6 SR22s, you can
push a button on the remote keyless entry control (a two-button
remote - yay!) to electrically unlock the doors and illuminate the
new wingtip identification ‘halo’ light band. The whole wingtip
contains an array of LED lights, some pointing forward (high-

intensity, auto pulsing ‘wigwag’ landing lights), some pointing out
or back (nav lights) and even some pointing down (night-time
ambience/entry lighting), and the ‘halo’. The whole wing-tip
lighting system is called the Spectra wingtip and is probably the
best way for plane-spotters to look at an SR22 and say “that’s a
G6”. It is very slick.

The Back Row

In the back row for our flight are three-quarters of the clanNorton – KiwiFlyer Editor Mike and his two enthusiastic
children, Annah (6) and Finlay (4). Left behind was a slightly
anxious Mrs Editor, as this was the Nortonlings first flight in
a light aircraft which I find quite surprising and for somebody
in Mike’s position, almost akin to not providing the necessities
for life! Pleasingly, the Mike-lets absolutely loved the flying
experience, much to their Dad’s relief, although I wonder if Mike
has pondered the real long-term cost of this first flight... (Ed: It
started the very next day: “We love Grant and Bruce.” “When can
we go in a plane again?” “Can you take us in a helicopter?” They’re
hooked. It’s possibly genetic.)

Annah and Finlay are raring to go. And there’s space for Dad in the middle too.
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Good visibility from the back seats.
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and yourself.
yourself.

09 489 9650 val@hoodbrokers.com www.hoodinsurance.co.nz

Weight and Balance

Beside me was local agent Bruce Brownlie, who introduced
me to the G5 a year earlier and is an enthusiastic enthusiast of
anything with wings, particularly Cirrus products. Bruce stepped
me though the differences between the G6 and earlier versions,
including the very easy to use weight-and-balance calculator,
graphically presented on the system screen prior to start up.
Even though the G5 and G6 are legitimate five-seaters, the back
row is really a 2+1 row, or in the case of this flight, a 1+2, which
provided ample room for all. I don’t think three full-sized adults
would be very comfortable for very long, nor could the aircraft
lift 5 adults and a full load of fuel, but then again not many GA
aircraft can. So, she can be either a) a five seat, sight-seeing, shorthopper, or b) a four seat long-distance eater. The aircraft’s smaller
sibling, the SR20, has the same airframe and theoretically the same
seating options, although a lower maximum take-off weight and
less performance from the 210hp Lycoming IO-390 (new to the
SR20 G6 model) means there will be more compromises than the
big-brother SR22. Perhaps this is why the SR22 outsells the SR20
10:1, although the SR20 is a popular choice with airline flight
training schools.

Zoom

Payload Management (i.e. W&B) made easy

Public Liability Insurance

Our take-off, at 3417 lbs (max 3600lbs) was typically brisk
- their ain’t no substitute for cubic inches! Storming out to the
Hauraki Gulf at 160 kts and 65% power, Bruce demonstrated the
ease of achieving lean-of-peak fuel flow using a new feature on the
engine display. Keep pulling back the mixture lever to align the
actual fuel-flow with a dynamic blue line and you’re done. The
reduction in fuel flow was significant, the power drop-off minimal,
and of-course the operating temperatures of the engine were
markedly less. Win-win! This is the recommended way to operate
the big Continental when below around 70% power, percent
being the primary indication of horsepower in the Cirrus with its
single power-lever.
With the three kids(!) in the back lapping up the Gulf views,
Bruce was able to demo some of the previously mentioned safety
features to me - we even carried out some approach-to-stall
manoeuvres, to demo the stick-pusher. At least two of the rear-seat
kids where totally unaware of our play-time. (Ed: Actually Annah
2017 #4

Stay Safe in the Skies
with the world’s most innovative,
resilient and reliable ELT

Kannad Integra
l The

only ELT with
back-up antenna
that optimises signal
transmission

l Embedded

GPS
receiver ensures
location accuracy

l Industry’s

longest
warranty - 10 years

Aviation Safety Supplies Ltd.
P: 07 5430075
or 027 280 6549
Internal 406MHz
Antenna
GPS Module

E: Integra@aviationsafety.co.nz

www.aviationsafety.co.nz
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did ask Daddy what they were doing as the view trended upwards
and Stall Stall Stall boomed through the headsets. Tempting as it
was to say “trying to crash it”, I resisted. Such humour is lost on a
six year old, not to mention what Mummy would have said when
the story was inevitably relayed later.)

Even more safety

Power off, slowing and nose-up activates a stall warning and auto stick pusher.

One option fitted to this particular aircraft, and which should
arguably become mandatory on all aircraft, is the Traffic Advisory
System. Similar to an airliner, although missing the aircraft-toaircraft Resolution Advisory function of the big jets, the system
scans out to a distance of 22 nm and 10,000’ vertical separation,
searching for ‘threats’ (assuming they have their transponders on
ALT), then presents these on the plan display and, if within the
range of the artificial horizon display, also against the 3D terrain
display with both a yellow warning tag and audible alerts. To
test this out, a Cessna outbound from Ardmore appeared in the
distance and was picked up by the system. As we approached
closer to the Cessna, it was depicted on both displays and
ultimately became such a perceived ‘threat’ the system started
yelling at me. (Ed: As I recall, you started chasing it Grant.) As
with all of these systems, it is only as good as the surrounding
aircraft having their transponder on, so complacency could be
an issue, and fear should still be the moderator to ensure a good
visual scan.

Yaw damping

TCAS in action. Traffic alert is clear and accurately represented.
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Our entire flight was typically Cirrus-delightful and I could
detect no real difference in the handling or performance of
the G6 from the G5, or G3 for that matter. That said, Bruce’s
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demo machine did have fitted an optional yaw damper, which
automatically engages at 200’ after take-off and then automatically
disengages at 200’ on descent. This device essentially means the
aircraft is always in balance, negating the need for pilot rudder
inputs in turns or turbulence, and/or rudder trim (which hasn’t
been fitted since the very first SR22 versions). It worked well,
but it felt a bit odd not having to ‘co-ordinate with rudder’ in a
light aircraft. It also makes side slipping during a high approach
impossible, but it can be manually disabled. Anyway, grown-ups
shouldn’t be doing that in an elegant plane like the Cirrus!

Deep into Perspective+

I could, at this stage, go on and on about the Garmin
Perspective+ flight management functions, if I knew what even
10% of them were. Like all GPS systems, the number of functions
and pages of information, as well as the ability to remember it
all, exceeds the typical pilot’s capacity to absorb and retain it,
unless it is your daily drive. A nice part about being very current
on a particular aircraft/system is the fluency you do gain in its
operation, a bit like speaking a language. Cirrus provide an
excellent on-line training system to both teach and keep current
pilots who need to know and understand the full functionality of
the Perspective+ system. With regular use, your fingers would be
dancing over the QWERTY-keys, releasing the full capability of
the system. A couple of years ago I flew the G3 with an Australian
Royal Flying Doctors Service pilot, who was very current in the
operation of the G1000 system (which gets customised by Cirrus
to become the Perspective), in the Beech King Air and I marvelled
at what it was capable of. In the meantime, I fly GA aircraft VFR
and look out the windows!

2017 #4

On approach to Ardmore.

Synthetic vision offers 3D virtual images of ground, obstacles and traffic.
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Bouquets and Brickbats

Robinson Helicopter Sales

Service

NEW & PRE-OWNED ROBINSON HELICOPTERS

Aircraft marked l include a Pilot Training Package

2011 R66 TURBINE WITH AIR-CONDITIONING – AVAILABLE OCTOBER 2017: Volcano
Red Pearl Metallic / Bright Silver Metallic Trim, Tan Leather, TT: 660 Hrs (approx.), King
KY196A COM w/9 Mem Ch on Cyclic Grip, Garmin GTX327 Transponder w/Mode C Alt
Encoder, ELT 406 Kannad, UHF Radio, Fire Extinguisher, NAT AA12S Audio Control Panel,
ONE OWNER SINCE NEW. LOCATED AT HELIFLITE QLD.
AU$840,000 +GST

l NEW R44 CADET - EST. LATE OCT 2017 RHC FACTORY COMPLETION: Dark Blue
with White Trim, Tan Leather, 2 Seats, Rear Baggage Area, Bladder Tanks, Garmin GTR
225B VHF, Garmin Transponder/Encoder, Six Hole Panel, RHC Oil Filter Kit, Lycoming
O-540-F1B5, 28V System, 2400 Hrs Between o/h on A/F, Cabin Heater & Defogger, Bubble
Cover, RHC Limited Warranty 2 years / 1000 Hours, whichever first.
US$370,730 +GST

l NEW R44 RAVEN I – EST. NOVEMBER 2017 RHC FACTORY COMPLETION: White with
Dark Blue Trim, Tan Leather, 4 x Bubble Windows, Garmin GTR225B VHF COM, Garmin
GTX335 Mode S Transponder, Leather Seats, ELT 406 Kannad, HID Landing Lights, RHC
Oil Filter Kit, Rotor Brake, Cabin Heater & Defogger, Extra Corrosion Protection.		
US$422,930 +GST

Charter

PILOT TRAINING
Full Ground Courses
Robinson Safety
Awareness Course
R22 - R44 - R66
PPL and CPL
Type Ratings
Instructor Ratings
Night Ratings (unlim)

HELI CHARTER
Scenic Flights
Heli Fishing
Proposal Flights
Hotel Transfers
Commercial Ops
Photography

l NEW R44 RAVEN II WITH AIR-CON – EST. MID JAN 2018 RHC FACTORY COMPLETION
All-Over White with Black Logo (No Trim), Tan Leather, Bladder Tanks, Metallic Paint, 4 x
Bubble Windows, Garmin GTR 225B VHF COM, Garmin GTX335 Transponder w/ ADS-B
Out Encoder, ELT 406 Kannad, Extended Landing Gear, Extra Corrosion Protection, RHC
Limited Warranty 2 years /1000 Hrs whichever occurs first.
US$525,800 +GST
l NEW R44 CLIPPER II WITH AIR-CON - EST. LATE JAN 2018 RHC FACTORY COMPLETION
All Over White, Grey Leather, Fuel Bladder Tanks, 4 x Bubble Windows, Garmin GTR225B
VHF COM, Garmin TP/Encoder, ELT 406 Kannad, Tie Downs, Wheels, Bubble Cover, RHC
Limited Warranty 2 years /1000 Hrs whichever occurs first.
US$557,800 +GST

l NEW R22 BETA II – EST. MID OCT 2017 RHC FACTORY COMPLETION: White with
Dark Blue Trim. Charcoal Velour. Equipped with New Six Hole Panel, Garmin GTR225B
COM, Garmin TXP/Encoder, Fuel Bladder Tanks, 2 x Bubble Windows, Metalised Upper
Sheave, RHC Oil Filter Kit, Tie Downs, Bubble Cover & Wheels, RHC Limited Warranty 2
years/ 1000 Hrs whichever occurs first.
US$314,880 +GST

Training

Sales:

Brett Sanders 021 748 984
brett@heliflitepacific.com

2007 ROBINSON R44 RAVEN II WITH AIR-CON: Total Time: 900 Hrs (approx.), Calypso
Metallic with White Trim, Tan Velour Seats, Bladder Tanks, King VHF Radio, King Transponder
/ Encoder, Seven Hole Panel, RHC Oil Filter Kit, Garmin 296 GPS, Cabin Heater & Defogger,
Bubble Cover, ONE OWNER SINCE NEW – Maintained by Heliflite Bankstown.
AU$ 330,000 +GST

Service: Zack Erdos   
021 748 608
zack@heliflitepacific.com

1995 MD520N: TT 3200 Hrs, New Solid Colour Paint and Leather (both Purchaser’s Choice),
Engine: C20 R/2+. Fresh 100/300/12&24 month Inspection, All S/B & Engine CEB-A complied
with, Enhanced Compressor & Turbine (Fresh HMI), New Notar T/T Fan Straps, New 500N5215N
Kamatics Driveshaft, New AAI Fwd Windows, King KX155 & TXP + TSO GPS, Night VFR, High
Skids, Duals, Air-Con. No Lifting History. Available ex. NSW.
US$875,400 +GST

Training: Jon Keller         021 148 5855
jon@heliflitepacific.com

Parts:

Sylvia Sanders 09 299 9442
sylvia@heliflitepacific.com

Charter: Nick Stevenson 09 299 9103
nick@heliflitepacific.com

www.heliflitecharter.com

Number One for Robinson Helicopter Sales & Service
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The G5 introduced a much better system of closing the cabin
doors, using over-centre interior latching handles - no more
undignified slamming – which has been carried over into the G6.
My only niggle relates to the sensitivity of the pitch trim, though
I’m assured other pilots think it’s perfectly fine as is. In any case, the
plane will likely spend much of its life flying with the (standard)
auto-pilot engaged. Nor has the slightly annoying trim switch itself
changed, which integrates pitch and roll trim but without separate
‘gates’, and thus doesn’t prevent you unintentionally feeding in a
bit of aileron trim when pushing or pulling pitch trim. They’re very
small gripes, but when you are this close to perfection…

Itchy feet?

To sum up the latest and greatest SR22, the G6 is a fantastically
designed and executed aircraft, with practical utility and load
carrying capability, speed, comfort and great looks. Cirrus managed
to build 318 of these last year and have now got their Vision 6-seat,
single-engine jet certified and being delivered too. The business is
going great; Cirrus is still the biggest producer of general aviation
piston singles in the world, with over 6000 SR20/22s in service,
and for good reason. Order one now and you will have to wait a
year for delivery, and much longer for the jet, which has secured
over 600 orders already. And you have been itching to know - a
basic SR22 will cost a bit more than USD700k. You could always
ask Bruce nicely if he will sell you his demo machine. You’d
probably also like to know whether we’ll be getting a Vision Jet in
New Zealand anytime soon. Hmmm… maybe.

For more information

New Zealand’s Cirrus representative is Bruce Brownlie. Bruce
welcomes the opportunity to ‘talk Cirrus’ at any time, whether
the latest G6 model or any of the earlier models which he also
has available to the NZ market. Contact Bruce on 027 443 8373,
email: sales@cirrusaircraft.co.nz or visit www.cirrusaircraft.co.nz

The Passengers’ Opinion
There’s no question that Annah and Finlay loved their ride in the
back. Dad in the middle has done plenty of flying and could afford
to be more blasé about such things (particularly given it requires a
runway to get off the ground – regular readers will understand).
Blasé or not, it’s difficult not to gush on about just how nice the Cirrus
is. The three of us were very comfortable - although I admit that
was the case only because I’m relatively lean and the kids are only
six and four. However I’m also a bit more than six feet tall and
enjoyed headroom to spare.
The aircraft is elegant from every angle and in every way you
interact with it. The leather (everywhere) is beautifully trimmed,
everything fits just as it should, plus all the interior finishes and
componentry are of the highest quality and designed not only
for ergonomics but also to look great. You could easily spend five
minutes just playing with the air vents and perfectly recessed interior
light switches in the back because they are so nicely designed (I
know this because I did). This is a light aircraft that exudes luxury
from the moment the doors open and the aroma of expensive
leather wafts out to meet you on the tarmac. You really are getting
the level of quality and experience that you’re paying for.
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Cirrus Aircraft For Sale
2006 Cirrus SR22 G2 GT. Twin Avidyne screens
with TCAS Mode S ADSB transponder and
430 WAAS upgrade. A/C and with anti-ice.
Only 750 hrs since new. NZ $400000 +GST
2014 Cirrus SR22 G5 GTS – Yes the complete GTS package
incl. A/C, TCAS, etc. Dual 12” screens. Under 300 hrs and
just like new. Still under warranty. US $625000 +GST
WE HAVE ACCESS TO OTHER CIRRUS FOR SALE
WITHIN THE CIRRUS AUS/NZ NETWORK

Cirrus – the worlds best selling GA single

2017 Cirrus SR22 310 hp G6 Special edition.
Latest Garmin Perspective Plus NXI package.
A/C luxury GA flying. 165 kts @ 9000 ft on 50 lph.
US $711900 +GST less demo allowance.
Please contact Bruce Brownlie for more information
sales@cirrusaircraft.co.nz 0274 438 371

It was also tolerably quiet in the back (I refer to the aircraft
rather than children), and we could converse easily enough without
headsets, not that you’d want to undertake a long flight that way.
Convincing Mum who (she won’t mind me mentioning) isn’t the most
confident flyer, that we should all go for a joyride was made easier
by a foundation of the Cirrus design: Safety. After all, the airframe
has a parachute, the seatbelts have airbags, the wings have ice
protection, the auto-pilot includes stability protection and auto-level
features, there’s traffic awareness, terrain awareness, and synthetic
vision. And it’s all presented in an uncomplicated manner specifically
designed to avoid overwhelming the typical weekend private pilot.
Grant says there’s a good reason why Cirrus is the biggest producer
of General Aviation piston singles and he’s not wrong. Having
been founded on principles of safety and obviously elegance, plus
performance, with cost arguably what it needs to be rather than
minimised, Cirrus have found themselves in a prime market space.
The demand for ‘cheaper’ GA aircraft has steadily migrated away
from certified types towards the light sport category, leaving nonprice sensitive buyers in the GA market looking for the best they can
get. The huge demand for Cirrus’ Vision Jet is more evidence that
the strategy is a good one. There are three seats in the back
of the Vision Jet too. We can hardly wait.
KF
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